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MEDIAN BACKFILL (TOPSOIL) SPECIFICATION A. TOPSOIL SOURCE FOR PLANTING SHALL BE PROVIDED BY THE CONTRACTOR FROM OFF SITE  TOPSOIL SOURCE FOR PLANTING SHALL BE PROVIDED BY THE CONTRACTOR FROM OFF SITE  SOURCES. B. TOPSOIL SHALL BE SUITABLE FOR ORNAMENTAL PLANT GROWTH AND FREE FROM HARD  TOPSOIL SHALL BE SUITABLE FOR ORNAMENTAL PLANT GROWTH AND FREE FROM HARD  CLODS, STIFF CLAY, HARDPAN, GRAVEL, SUBSOIL, BRUSH, LARGE ROOTS, REFUSE, OR OTHER   DELETERIOUS MATERIAL, AND OF REASONABLE UNIFORM QUALITY. TOPSOIL AFTER PLACEMENT  SHALL BE TREATED WITH PRE- AND POST-EMERGENT HERBICIDES TO REMOVE WEEDS. C. MECHANICAL ANALYSIS:  TOPSOIL AND SOIL MIXTURE(S) SHALL MEET THESE SPECIFICATIONS AND  MECHANICAL ANALYSIS:  TOPSOIL AND SOIL MIXTURE(S) SHALL MEET THESE SPECIFICATIONS AND  THE FOLLOWING MECHANICAL ANALYSIS: PERCENTAGE PASSING BY SIEVE SIZE DRY WEIGHT SIEVE SIZE     PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE 1 INCH      99-100 99-100 ¼ INCH      97- 99 97- 99 NO. 200      LESS THAN 7% LESS THAN 7% MATERIALS LARGER THAN ONE INCH SHALL BE DISPOSED OF OFF THE  SITE. SITE. EXISTING LEAF LITTER AND PLANT MATERIAL SHALL BE REMOVED FROM TOPSOIL AND SOIL MIX. D. MAXIMUM SOLUBLE SALTS: O 250 PPM. SOIL SALINITY: 0 - 4 MMHO/CM MAXIMUM SOLUBLE SALTS: O 250 PPM. SOIL SALINITY: 0 - 4 MMHO/CM E. CONTRACTOR SHALL ASSURE EXISTING SOILS ARE FREE OF ANY VISIBLE WEEDS. CONTRACTOR SHALL ASSURE EXISTING SOILS ARE FREE OF ANY VISIBLE WEEDS. F. IN THE EVENT TOPSOIL ON SITE DOES NOT MEET THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS, TOPSOIL  IN THE EVENT TOPSOIL ON SITE DOES NOT MEET THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS, TOPSOIL  MEETING  THE REQUIREMENTS MAY BE IMPORTED  FROM OFF-SITE SOURCES AFTER APPROVAL  BY  THE REQUIREMENTS MAY BE IMPORTED  FROM OFF-SITE SOURCES AFTER APPROVAL  BY  FROM OFF-SITE SOURCES AFTER APPROVAL  BY  BY  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AND OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE. MINIMUM OFF-SITE TOPSOIL REQUIREMENTS: TOPSOIL SHALL BE FRIABLE, FERTILE SOIL WITH REPRESENTATIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF LOCAL   SOILS. IT SHALL BE FREE OF HEAVY CLAY, MARL, STONE, EXTRANEOUS LIME, PLANT ROOTS,  REFUSE, STICKS, BRUSH, LITTER, AND ANY HARMFUL MATERIALS. THERE SHALL BE NO EXOTIC OR NOXIOUS WEEDS OR WEED SEEDS (I.E. NUT GRASS, BERMUDA GRASS, SEDGES AND THE LIKE). IN NO CASE SHALL THERE BE MORE THAN FIVE PERCENT (5%) BY VOLUME OF STONES, COARSE SAND, GRAVEL OR CLAY LUMPS LARGER THAN ONE INCH (1") IN DIAMETER. THE SOIL SHALL TEST IN THE PH RANGE OF 5.5 TO 7.0 AND SHALL CONTAIN NO SUBSTANCE WHICH WILL IMPEDE PLANT GROWTH. ADJUSTMENT OF THE PH SHALL ONLY BE ALLOWED FOR INCREASING THE PH LEVEL BY ADDING  DOLOMITIC LIMESTONE. THE TOPSOIL SHALL BE SAMPLED, AND LABORATORY TESTED FOR   CERTIFICATION AND APPROVAL PRIOR TO INSTALLATION.  TOPSOIL SHALL CONFORM TO THE FOLLOWING COMPOSITION RANGES: COMPONENTS      VOLUME MEASURE  PARTICLE SIZE       VOLUME MEASURE  PARTICLE SIZE VOLUME MEASURE  PARTICLE SIZE PARTICLE SIZE ORGANIC MATTER OR AMENDMENTS   3 %  TO 5 %  (HIGH-LIGNIN COMPOST PREFERRED) SILT           4 %  TO  5 %  .002 TO .05 MM      4 %  TO  5 %  .002 TO .05 MM  4 %  TO  5 %  .002 TO .05 MM .002 TO .05 MM SAND      75 %  TO 85 %      .50 TO 2.0 MM (25% COARSE SAND) 75 %  TO 85 %      .50 TO 2.0 MM (25% COARSE SAND) .50 TO 2.0 MM (25% COARSE SAND) .25 TO .50 MM (30% MEDIUM SAND) .05 TO  .25 MM (45% FINE SAND) CLAY           6 %  TO  8 %  .002 MM & BELOW       6 %  TO  8 %  .002 MM & BELOW     6 %  TO  8 %  .002 MM & BELOW  6 %  TO  8 %  .002 MM & BELOW .002 MM & BELOW G. COMPACTION: REDUCE THE MINIMUM REQUIRED DENSITY FROM 100% TO 70% OF AASHTO T99  COMPACTION: REDUCE THE MINIMUM REQUIRED DENSITY FROM 100% TO 70% OF AASHTO T99  METHOD C FOR ALL EARTHWORK ITEMS WHERE LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS WILL OCCUR. . 
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UNDISTURBED AREA

B.O.C. EXISTING SOIL

CUT TO 4" DEPTH

B.O.C. EXISTING SOIL CUT TO 4" DEPTH

FINISHED SOIL 

4" MAX.

(LSR-2) SOIL REPLACEMENT; ADD 2" TO 18"±

SOIL DEPTH, BACKFILL REMOVED PLANT HOLES

EX. CURBING

VARY: 6" TO 12" ABOVE

EXISTING PROFILES

N.T.S.

G

1

TYPICAL MEDIAN GRADING PROFILE DETAIL

GRADE

12"

UNDISTURBED

FINISH GRADE PROFILE

< 8' WIDTH MEDIAN 0-2" HT.

> 8' WIDTH MEDIAN 4" HT.

(AT CENTERLINE)

12"

UNDISTURBED

MEDIAN INSTALLATION:

(LSR-1) SOIL REPLACEMENT;

REMOVE 4" TO 24"±, DEPTH VARIES

(SSI-1) SOIL STRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT

(SCARIFY), 6" - 8" DEPTH

MEDIAN PROFILE, GRADING AND SOIL ENHANCEMENT SPECIFICATIONS

TOP OF CURBING

1. REFER TO GENERAL NOTES FOR SOIL ENHANCEMENT NOTES AND SPECIFICATIONS.

2. CLEAN EXISTING SOIL WITH NO ROOTS OVER 

1

2

" DIA. MAYBE USED FOR BACKFILL OF

REMOVED PLANT HOLES.

LSR-1 EXISTING SOIL REMOVE

LSR-2 SOIL REPLACEMENT BACKFILL

SSI-1 SOIL STRUCTURE - SCARIFY
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